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he could not credit them with the superhuman qualities of divesting themselves
of their anti-Asiatic views, which they were known to so profoundly hold.
Now that they had been nominated members of the Commission, he would
not object to their appointment, but it was due to the Indian community,
he added, that the influence they might have on the findings should be
counter-balanced by appointments from the European nationality known to
possess no anti-Asiatic bias.
Unless the Government accede to this reasonable request, it is
not possible for us to accept this Commission or assist its delibera-
tions. Unless the submission be accepted, we have decided not
to give any evidence before them, and we shall resume activities
in order to seek re-arrest and re-imprisonment
The Jfatd Mercury, 22-12-1913
200. SPEECH AT MASS MEETING*
[durban,
December 21, 1913]
Mr. Gandhi was received with cheers on rising and a bunch of flowers
was placed in his hand by one of those near the platform, He mentioned
that he would have preferred to speak first in one of the Indian tongues, but in
the presence of Messrs Polak and Kallenbach, his fellow-convicts, feelings of
gratitude compelled him to speak first in the tongue they knew. They would
notice he had changed his dress from that he had formerly adopted for the last
20 years, and he had decided on the change when he heard of the shooting of
their fyiowKX>untrymefL No matter whether the shooting was found to be
justified or not, the fact was that they were shot, and those bullets shot him
(Mr. Gandhi) through the heart abo. He felt how glorious it would have been
if one of those bullets had struck him also, because might he not be a mur-
derer himself, by having participated in that event by having advised Indians
to strike? IBs conscienoe cleared him from this guilt of murder, but he felt
be should adopt mourning for those Indians as a humble example to his fellow-
countrymca. Hie felt that he should go into mourning at least for a period,
wfaidi should be co-acfcensivc with the cod of that struggle, and that he should
accept some mourning sot only inwardly, bat outwardly as well, as a humble
example to Us feJkw^o^trymen, so that he could tell them that it was
necessary for them to show by their conduct and outward appearance that they
Gaodliiji addressed a mass mretfag held under the auspices of the Natal
fflodatioo, attended by about six to seven thousand persons including
seme prombent Europeans. Abdul Kadir presided

